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sary, who exhausted his rhetoric in the same arguments which he had held to the surgeon. He told him of Allen's having been sent home in irons to be tried; that his fate would be no less severe and certain; and that the King would never pardon so attrocious a rebel. These follies might have annoyed a man less resolute than Captain Lamb; but he contented himself with assuring his Caledonian adviser, that if his Majesty should wreak such vengeance on him, that Washington would retaliate, by awarding the same fate to as good a man as he was; and that he had fortunately assisted to place such a one in his hands, by his services at St. Johns.
The Commissary was not far wrong in his conclusions. Governor Carleton seriously meditated such proceeding against his prisoner, for having surprised the magazine at Turtle Bay;* or in loyal parlance, robbed the King's stores. Preparations were made to send him out in the Diana frigate, which was to depart on the opening of the river; and even before he was convalescent, an officer of rank communicated to him the Governor's designs, and magnified the danger to which he was exposed. Capt. Lamb in reply, bade him assure his Excellency, that in the cause of his country he was able to endure more than he could possibly inflict. And if measures were carried to the last extremity against him, he was well assured, that Congress would direct ample retribution.f In this he was not mistaken; for upon a knowledge of Carleton's determination, that functionary was informed from authentic sources, that whatever rigors were imposed upon his prisoner by him, would be retaliated to the utmost, upon the officers taken at St. Johns.
For a long time, the wound of Captain Lamb continued painful, and dangerous; and it was found difficult to give him a any nourishment, except by pressing open his mouth and administering liquid aliments; and this inconvenience existed to the day of his death. At first it was supposed that
'# Family tradition.          f Idem.